Catalytic antibodies: perusing combinatorial libraries.
Combinatorial libraries are a promising alternative for isolating catalytic antibodies produced by the immune system in response to the transition-state analog of a given reaction. Large, diverse panels of antibodies with high affinity for the transition-state analog can be isolated using screening or selection approaches. Furthermore, we have estimated that nucleotide sequences that bear close similarity to the sequence for a known catalytic antibody occur in combination at frequencies sufficient for their detection in such libraries.